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Pre-Centennial Preface 


It’s Centennial time in Blairstown 

Everyone has been getting ready for days 
Searching, scouting and reminiscing, 
Concerning our founders and the pioneer ways. 


They laid out the town 100 years ago 

Along the southern banks of Prairie Creek. 
And with deep trust in God, broke virgin sod 
Thus on a new venture set forth to seek. 


To honor these founders is our intent 

And as we re-live days of their pioneer years 
We dedicate this book to the brave ancestors 
Of foresight, stamina, gaiety and tears. 


Each year added new places of business, 

The town flourished and constantly grew; 
And the generations of today are proud 

Of BLAIRSTOWN -— our heritage since 1862! 


It’s Centennial time in Blairstown — 

And to resemble men of years ago 

“Brothers of the Brush” have changed in looks 
By leaving their whiskers grow. 


The “Blairstown Belles” have been sewing 
Dresses fashioned like their Grandmothers wore. 
Took a heap more material then. .. 

Compared to 1962 shorts — about 8 yards more! 


The ladies doll up and parade down the street 

In high-laced shoes, shawls and bonnets for hats; 
On the arm of an escort attired in 1862 style 
Complete with vests, string ties, derbies and spats. 


The children, too, are all excited 
In anticipation of the three big days. 
Many dressed like their Fathers and Mothers 


Or in other sweet and frilly ways. 


Numerous meetings and much planning 
Of committees by the score 

Have worked to make this celebration 
Filled with activities galore. 


The “good old days” of the past 

Are very worthy of present commemorations 
This is the challenge we face today ... 

To uphold our heritage for future generations! 


by Mrs. Merle Thorman 
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HISTORY OF BLAIRSTOWN 


100 Years Ago 
As a part of our Blairstown Centennial Celebration, let 
us reminisce over the 100 years of history which has brought 
us to this momentous occasion in the life of our beloved 
community. We should be truly indebted to those great 
pioneers who first settled on this beautiful piece of fertile 
land which rises about Prairie Creek to the south through 


Prairie Creek 


which the Chicago & North Western Railroad runs. It 
was upon the completion of this railway in November of 
1861, that the town was first laid out one mile east of the 
present location and was named in honor of its founder, 
John I. Blair. Through the efforts of a few of the early 
settlers the town was removed to its present site during 
the first few months of 1862, and the name was changed 
to Blairstown. 


The Founder 


mr 


John I, Blair (Courtesy of Blairstown Press) 


The founder of Blairstown, John I. Blair, was born 
August 22, 1802, near Belvidere, New Jersey, where his 
Scottish parents were living at the time. He went to 
school each winter until he reached the age of ten, then 
stated: “I have seven brothers and three sisters. That’s 
enough in the family to be educated. I’m going to get 
rich.” At the age of eighteen he owned a store, and nine 
years later he owned a chain of five stores and five flour 
mills in northern New Jersey. It was from storekeeping 
that he turned to mining and railroad building. He was 
a well established business man when he attended the 
Republican convention at Chicago and accepted the offer 
of a free trip to lowa. In Iowa he became very interested 
in railroad building, and as a result he built a total of 803 
miles of railroad. Along these railroads, he is said to 


re 


Railroad Station 


have laid out more than eighty town sites. One of these 
town sites later came to be known as Blairstown. John I. 
Blair died at Blairstown, New Jersey, and was buried in 
the cemetery there. 


Early Settlers 

On May 13, 1862, the plat for the original town of Blairs- 
town was filed in the County, Recorder’s Office at Vinton, 
lowa. By the close of 1862, the population of Blairstown 
had grown to eleven families of whom Isaiah Morris and 
Eli Hill were among the first. The others were: G. R. 
Dickinson, P. Buck, W. T. Watrous, L. E. Watrous, J. J. 
Snouffer, H. M. Hawford, J. Bryan, J. F Greer, and S B. 
Gill. 


S. B. Gill had come from Kansas to settle in Blairstown. 
He had served through all the stirring free-soil campaigns 
under old John Brown. It was said that he had barely 
escaped hanging in Virginia, because he engaged to teach 
a district school in Kansas just before the Brown raid upon 
Harper's Ferry, and the commissioners would not release 
him from his contract. 
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Proprietors Morris and Hill donated lots to the early 
settlers seeking a location to live. The first house erected 
after the plat was surveyed was that of Philip Buck at 
the west end of Railroad Street and the north end of Pine 
Street. This house still stands, and is the home of the 
Harold Alcotts in the Blairs Addition. Isaiah Morris later 
operated the Howard House which was the first hotel in 
Blairstown. (It is now the home of the Frank Yanechecks. ) 
The Howard House was a long, wooden building, and had 
a large barn. Sixty-four years ago it became the Com- 
mercial House” after a man named Kenoor bought it. 
Later it was called the “Lively House” named after its 
proprietor. 


US 


King House. Another hotel in Blairstown stood where the 
Leo Kelly home is now located. This hotel was known as 
the King House. 


Early-Day Business Men 
The first store was erected by G. R. Dickinson, thereby 


Hubbard Dickinson 


becoming the tirst merchant in Blairstown. like second 
business building was erected by H. M. Hawford at which 
time W. T. Watrous and J. J. Snouffer built the first grain 
warehouse. L. E. Watrous discharged the duties of sta- 
tion agent, express agent, and postmaster until the town 
became established. The original depot stood on the north 
side of the railroad tracks, and had a raised platform so 
it would be on a level with the train and thereby enable 
the passengers to step directly into or off of the train. 
George Herring became one of the business leaders of the 
town when he arrived from Ohio in 1863. He was a minis- 
ter who prospered as a real estate dealer as a sideline. He 
was so diligent, generous, and farsighted that his business 
prospered and his Evangelical church flourished. 


Blacksmith Shops 

The very first blacksmiths in Blairstown were J. Bryan 
and a man by the name of Green. Bryan opened the first 
blacksmith shop in town. He was formerly an Ohio man 
who came to Linn County in 1852. He remained in that 
section of the state until 1855, when he moved to Blairs- 
town to build and operate the pioneer blacksmith shop. 
He was later elected to the town council, held various 
school offices, and became quite well known. He served 
during the last year of the Civil War and was honorably 
discharged. At one time there were five blacksmith shops. 
One of them stood about where Kimm’s D-X Station is 
now located, and one where Garry Kelly’s present shop 
is now. 


Did You Know? 

In 1858, the growing of fruit became a large industry 
in this area. Many carloads of strawberries and raspberries 
were shipped from here by rail. South of town great 
quantities of grapes were grown. The Milwaukee Railroad 
had been going through here, too. For many years before 
this, Blairstown was a large shipping center for stock. 
The Benton County pioneers found their only markets for 
livestock at Blairstown and Shellsburg. 

Here the Hickory Grove Debating Society was organized 
in the winter of 1858. Two of the questions discussed 
were: “Resolved that slavery is constitutional” and “Re- 
solved that timber stealing is morally right.” 


First Bank 
The first bank in Blairstown was established by Mr. Allen 
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Mr. Allen 
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and Mr. Amidon in 1869. It was one of the pioneer banks 
which flourished for many years and was a potent factor 
in the development of the community. 

The Central Slope Old Settler Association was also or- 
ganized in 1869 to champion the interests of the south 
half of the county with A. G. Hanna, president, and A. 
Dean, secretary. 


Population 1,100 
Blairstown was incorporated in September, 1868, when 
J. Houch was elected as the first mayor; W. H. Eldred, 
recorder; John Book, treasurer; A. J. Tangeman, Philip 
Hoebel, J. Bryan, D. W. Moore, and John Book, trustees. 
In 1868, there were six general stores, two groceries, 
two hotels, two lumber dealers, one farm implement 
house, two hardware stores, one flour mill, three harness 
shops, two tailor shops, two painters, two shoe shops, two 


C. L. Vail 


M. D. Barney 


druggists, one jeweler, two miliners, one photographer, two 
barbers, two attorneys, four physicians, one meat shop, 
several carpenters, one cooper, and one livery stable. 

It took all of these business establishments to serve the 
estimated 1,100 people who lived in the newly incorporated 
town. (Incidentally, population in 1962 is 583.) By this 
same time in the history of Blairstown there were four 
churches organized: Methodist, Presbyterian, Congrega- 
tional, and German Evangelical; the first and last of which 
each had their own edifice. 


J. Bryan had been Justice of the Peace in St. Clair town- 
ship before being released of his duties and moving to 
Blairstown to assume the same responsibilities on his own 
accord. Deeds and papers were acknowledged before him 
here. 

A farm implement store used to stand where Kubichek 
Hardware is now located. The first granary stood on the 
north side of the tracks in the area where the bulk oil 
plant is now. One of the lumber dealers was a Mr. Yocom. 


Yocum’s Lumber Yard 


He built a cottage for his residence which is now the Pef- 


fers Mortuary. 


Academy 
The Evangelical church members sponsored a new 


academy in 1868 to provide better educational advantages 
for the community. It was called Blairstown Academy 
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Blairstown Academy 


and was in operation until 1894. The academy was the 
second in the county. It was located where Frank Van 
Steenhuyse now lives. John McCarty, professor, was 


John McCarty 


assisted by four teachers. The attendance during the 


winter of 1877-78 was 76. 


There was a string of wooden buildings from the Kelly 
Company warehouse to the south. A woodworking shop 
and a photographer's studio were housed there, until they 
burned. 


There was a creamery located where the Ed Wiebold 
home is now. Mr. James Athey was the head of the early 


livestock market in Blairstown. He lived where the Ervin 
Dellamuth home is now. Dr. Wagner at one time had his 
office near the sidewalk on the lot where the Masonic 
Temple now stands. 

The street which we know as Main Street is Locust 
Street. Main street is a short street which runs east from 
the Livery Stable which stood where Thompson’s Imple- 


ment stands now. 


The sidewalks, on a level with the street, were lined with 
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Buggies, wagons and mud 


hitching posts joined by rails. A very common sight was 
top buggies, single buggies, and double buggies. 

The construction of the road from Marengo to Blairstown 
proved to be the source of a profitable business for the 
Blairstown country folk along it. In the days before pro- 
hibition, there was a still and the proprietor became wealthy 
selling whisky to the construction crews or passers-by. 

The flour mill was close to the railroad track in back 
of Gary Kelly's present blacksmith shop. The operator 
was George Goss, Sr. 

Dr. Watson, who owned a Pope Tribune, and Mr. Wor- 
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Mr. Worcester and one of the first cars in town 
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cester, were the tirst ones to have cars in Blairstown. 


Fire Company 

The first fire company was organized in 1875, by the 
adoption of a constitution and by-laws. The fire engine 
was a hand engine of the “Little John” pattern. At times 
the fire company also performed police duty. As in 1877, 
Blairstown was inflicted by an epidemic of tramps. 

A 12,000-bushel elevator was built by W. C. Yeisley in 
1902. 

Eureka Legion of Honor was one of the early societies 
to be founded. Its record dating from March 10, 1865. 


Lodges 

Hope Lodge, the first Masonic meeting was held in 
Blairstown on March 11, 1865. 

The Iowa Valley Lodge was organized by I. M. Chris- 
singer on November 5, 1875, assisted by members of Har- 
mony Lodge. 

Lincoln Lodge was organized in 1866 with a member- 
ship of 50. 

Protection Lodge was chartered on October 17, 1868, 
with 25 members. 

In July, 1884, the Grand Army of the Republic Post was 
organized, but death has wiped out the membership. 

Jewell Lodge Modern Brotherhood of America was 
formed July 12, 1897, but no longer exists. 


Iowa Electric Light & Power Company 
In 1907-08 the Iowa Electric Light & Power Plant was 
erected at a cost of $12,000. A gasoline engine operated 
a windmill which pumped the water supply into a tank. 


The plant furnished 600 lights. It is no longer in opera-. 


tion as a generator, but as a substation for the Iowa Elec- 
tric Light & Power Company. 


Picnics 
Harvest Home Picnics were held in Sayers Grove ever 
since the founding of Blairstown. They consisted of con- 
cessions of every kind and horseshoe pitching and baseball 
games. After the first World War the Harvest Home Pic- 
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Harvest Home Picnic 


nics were changed to Sauerkraut Day. They consisted of 
concessions, rides, free sauerkraut and wieners at noon, and 
band concerts in the park. 

In the early days of Blairstown, residents depended on 
wells for water. Later, instead of each home having a well, 
one large well would be dug in a spot convenient to serve 
a large area. People would come to the well for water. 
Later still, water was piped underground from a huge cen- 


tral well, much as water is piped from our present day 
deep-well and tower system. Later, a well was drilled next 
to the alley located between Prospect and Freemont 
streets, on a 50 ft. square purchased by the city from 
Mr. Franzman. A wooden water tank was erected but not 
as large or as tall as the present water tower which re- 
placed it and is now standing and in use. 


Let us look for a moment at the way in which the dol- 
lar sign has changed over the 100-year period in the life 
of Blairstown. In 1852, the government price for an acre 
of land was only $1.25. In the year 1855 beef sold for 5c 
a pound, butter 20c per pound, beans $1.00 a bushel, pork 
$3.50 per hundred, wood $2.00 per cord, chickens, 20c a 
pair, corn 25¢e a bushel, eggs 124c per dozen, shoulders 4c 
a pound, flour $7.00 per barrel, ham 6c per pound, lard 8c 
per pound, oats 25c¢ per bushel, potatoes 50c per bushel, 
wheat 75c per bushel. 


The business at the railway station for 1868 was repre- 


Busy Railroad 


sentde by the following figures: freight forwarded 12,114,- 
470 pounds, charges on same were $53,324.23; freight re- 


~ ceived 12,715,800 pounds, charges on same were $38,253.45; 


amount of passenger tickets sold, $29,989.65; cash received 
for freight and tickets, $68,244.10; actual earnings $83,- 
313.88; lumber received 477 cars; grain shipped 511 cars, 
stock shipped 77 cars. 

In 1936, Theodore Wiel gave a quarter block of prop- 
erty to the city for a city park. It is used as such on the 


City Park 


south corner of Benton and Spruce Streets (one block west 
of the bank). It is the gathering place for many picnics 
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and recreational activities. Another newly acquired park 
in the vicinity of Blairstown is Hannen Park which is lo- 


a ee eet 


epee Se o> 
i =. vahen 
Bam : : é iam 
‘ ; a - — 3 5 on Yas a 
£585: 22 ~! 7 A ‘ - es | 


Hannen Park 


cated just a few miles Southwest of town. It covers 180 
acres and contains a fifty-acre lake, the first built by a 
county conservation board in the state of lowa. The Iowa 
State Conservation Commission has stocked the two-year- 
old lake with bass, catfish, bluegills, crappies, and wall- 
eyes. There is a large picnic area with the appropriate 
facilities. There, also, is a wonderful bathing section of 
the lake for all to enjoy. 


Monument 


Soldiers Monument 


‘The soldiers monument was erected in honor of the Civil 
War Veterans. It was a land mark for years at the inter- 
section of Prospect and Locust Streets (the intersection one 
block south of the bank.) In 1938, when automobiles were 
being used more and more, it was moved to the cemetery 
because of the danger of accidents. 


Personal Experiences 


Let us conclude our historical reminiscing over the past 
100 years of our community by citing some of the experi- 
ences of those people who lived where we live. 


Jim Cox lived in Blairstown during the nineties, and was 
highly respected for his sharp shooting ability. He lived 
with his sister on the east edge of town (just west of the 
Harold Andrews residence). He lived too well on the 
neighbors’ chickens to suit the neighbors. It was his belief 
that chickens that trespassed on or near another’s prop- 
erty belonged to those who could get them. He believed 
that if they came close enough that he could shoot them 
through the head, that they were his game and many a 
fine, young chicken died that way. The citizens protested 
to no avail. They finally issued a warrant for his arrest 
and Marshal Will Gearhart went out armed with his war- 
rant and his gun to bring him in. Cox evidently was ex- 
pecting him and took a quick shot at the marshal. before 
he had time to act. He then barricaded himself in the 
house and dared them to get him. They tried to smoke 
him out and finally threw cotton soaked with kerosene 
on the house and set fire to it. Cox then went to the south 
door of the house, shot in the air a few times, and then 
went out the back door and down the railroad tracks to 
Watkins. The word was sent ahead to be looking for him. 
Someone got a bead on him and filled him full of bird shot 
in his posterior extremity. However, he kept on going and 
no one dared to face him in the open. He finally suc- 
cumbed to the pain of the shot and went to a doctor in 
Marengo to have them removed. He was arrested there 
and returned to Benton County, where he was sentenced 
to fifteen years in the penitentiary. The marshal recovered 
which accounts for the light sentence. 
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Methodist Episcopal Church 


Rise and fall of the first Methodist Church in Blairs- 
town is now history. Official closing of the church dates 
back to May 15, 1951. Material from the church was used 
in the remodeling of the Sharon Evangelical United Breth- 
ren Church in Cedar Rapids. 


It was in 1855 that the first Methodist preaching service 
for the community was held at the J. W. Athey home, 
about one mile south of the present site of Blairstown. 


“In 1857,” says Adam Holm, “The Hickory Grove” class 
was organized and this was the nucleus of what was later 
the Blairstown Methodist Church.” 


Under the guidance of S. W. Heald, 1867-1869, the first 
church was built late in the fall of 1868. It was this same 
structure which was completely remodeled in 1916 and 
served the Blairstown congregation until abandoned in 
1951. Dedication for the remodeled church was on Feb. 
11, 1917. 


W. S. Bergelt, pastor, 1872, paid off a church debt of 
$700. Lyman Gatlin built the parsonage. Adam Holt 
built the barn. A. B. Chamberlain deserves credit for the 
remodeling of the church which was completed under the 
ministry: of J. S. Westfall in 1916. 


—l 


The Methodist Episcopal Church held its 60th anniver- 
sary in the church June 14-16, 1929. At that time Dr. 
W. C. Cleworth was District Supt. and L. D. Stubbs was 
pastor in charge. 


Pastors after 1930 were Rev. M. Beck, Rev. R. L. How- 
ell, Rev. H. Ward, Rev. R. C. Scott, The Reverends I. and 
FE. Arnold, Rev. Hartung, Rev. H. W. Brandt, and Rev. 
A. M. Eastman who served the church in 1949. Following 
services by Rey. Eastman there was no church service for 
sometime. May, 1951, saw the end of a struggle to keep 
the church, which had served large congregations in earlier 
years. 


In the fall of 1951, Bob Tranberry purchased the parson- 
age and church buildings. The parsonage was remodeled 
into a modern home for Mr. and Mrs. Tranberry. A por- 
tion of the material from the parsonage was used in the 
residence. The Victor Ullerich home now stands where 
the church once stood. 


An interesting fact is that Alfred J. Tongue, now living 
in retirement in Blairstown, was the pastor, 1902-1904. At 
that time he was a student at Cornell College. 
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Calvary Evangelical United Brethren Church 


The first Evangelical Church, organized in 1865, was 
built in 1866 on the present location of Mrs. John Schue’s 
home and dedicated in 1867, with Rev. C. W. Anthony as 
minister. 


In 1891, a rift in the Albright family divided the church 
into the Evangelical Association and the United Evan- 
gelical Church resulting in the sale of the building to 
Covington. In 1895, the latter bought the Moravian 
Church on the NE corner of the A grounds. 1913 
saw it sold for $500; later occupied by pints Lutherans 
and moved to its present Traer site in 1950. 


Town folks worshipped with the Methodists and others 
with Olive Branch and Stringtown county church-goers. 
In 1916, families of the community petitioned the Iowa 
Conference for a minister. Rev. C. F. Smith was sent to 
the reunited church with the new name, The Calvary 
Evangelical Church in Blairstown. 


The present brick edifice of Gothic architecture was 
built and dedicated in November, 1916, free of debt at a 
cost of $12,500. Three unusually large art glass windows 
of religous scenes beautify the sanctuary and have recently 
been illuminated every night. Under the pastorate of 
Rev. O. M. Yaggv, the present parsonage, built in 1920, 
cost $11,070 plus much donated labor. The pebble-dashed 
exterior has now been replaced with white painted siding. 


In 1946, at Johnstown, Pa., the Evangelical Church and 
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ merged to 
form the Evangelical United Brethren Church with a total 
membership of more than 750,000 members. 


Former pastors who served the present church: C. F. 
Smith, 1916-1918; O. M. Yaggv, 1918-1923; Thomas Koch, 
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1923-1925; J. D. Klooz, 1925-1927; C. F. Hillman, 1927- 
1929; W. D. Winter, 1929-1934; E. R. McClelland, 1934- 
1946; P. O. Pfaltzgraff, 1946-1950; A. R. Schram, 1950-1959; 
Eldon Nolte, 1959-1962. The church membership at this 
time is 135. Rev. Byron Surface started his pastorate May 
20, 1962, and mov ed his family to Blairstown May 31. Rev. 
Nolte and his wife, Beverly, are taking schooling to follow 
the call of missionary work in Brazil. 


Active organizations of Sunday School classes, Little 
Herald Cradle Roll, Boys and Girls Fellowship, Youth Fel- 
lowship, Women’s Society of World Service, Choir and 
Family Fellowship meetings are continuing this heritage 
from their forefathers . “A generation goes, and a gen- 
eration comes, but the earth remains forever” . Ecclesi- 
astes 1:4. 7 
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Grace Lutheran Church 


The first Lutheran Church was built by the Moravian 
Brethren in 1879. It was purchased by Grace Lutheran in 
1914. Prior to this, services were started in 1911 and 
conducted by Rev. C. J. Pritz, then pastor of St. Martin’s 
Church in St. Clair Township. 


In 1914, Grace Lutheran was organized and adopted a 
constitution which was signed by the charter members: 
William Niebuhr, William Doerzman, Henry Siek, John 
Buehler, J. H. Backhaus, F. C. Meier, Charles Krueger, 
Martin Krueger, P. W. Hartz, William Ebert, Emil Nissen. 


The following pastors served Grace Lutheran: 
Rev. C, J. Pritz—1915-1920 
Rev. R. J. Torgler—1920-1922 
Rev. R. Hermann—1922-1927 
Rev. W. C. Stoll—1928-1951 
Rev. W. H. Nierman—1952-1957 
Rev. A. T. Kellerman—1958- 


From before 1914, when Grace Lutheran organized, un- 
til its 25th anniversary, there were 200 members, at present 
there are 354 members. 


In 1917, a Parochial School was built. After 5 years this 
building was discontinued as a school and used for meet- 
ings. It was later purchased by the present Public School 
System. 

In 1948, preparations for a new church building were 
in progress and on May 9, 1948, ground breaking services 
were held on the newly purchased property at the corner 
of Locust and Freemont streets. The corner stone was 
laid in November of 1948, and the following year, the 
new church was dedicated. The approximate cost of the 
new church was $150,000. The old church was sold to a 
congregation in Traer, lowa, where it was moved. 


Present Officers: A. T. Kellerman, Pastor 

Elders: Leo Buelow, Lewis Rabe, Merlin Hagen 
Trustees: Gilbert Hagen, Henry F. Siek, Theo. Meyer 
Chairman: Loren Thompson 


Secretary: Charles Cottrell 

Treasurer: Martin Kimm 

Finance Secretary: Elmer Von Ahsen 

Sunday School Supt.: Clarence Schulze 

Education Committee: Erwin Heitshusen, Ed Niebuhr, 
Florence Johnson 


Home for Aged Committee: E. Hartkemeyer, W. Nie- 
buhr 


District Church Extension Key Man: Robert Wilson 


ORGANIZATIONS: Sunday School, Vacation Bible 
School, Wednesday Bible School, Confirmation Instruc- 
tion, Walther League, Adult Bible Class, Young Couples 
Club, Fellowship Club, Ladies Aid, Circle of Grace. 
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PKESBY LEKIAIN CHUKCH 
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Presbyterian Church 

The first Presbyterian Church of Blairstown was or- 
ganized May 9, 1864, by Reverend Alex Caldwell from the 
Presbytery of Toledo, Iowa. The organizational meeting 
was held in the Robertson schoolhouse east of town, and 
those members — Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Robertson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ephraim Robertson, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Kelley and 
Mr. and Mrs, William Kelley — were received by letter 
from other churches. Ministers and Missionary Pastors 
served this Church until Reverend J. S. Dickey became 
Pastor in 1875. It was under his leadership that the 
church building was erected on its present location. 

In 1917, the building was remodeled with the addition 
of a basement, stained glass windows and many other im- 
provements. The church was served from 1927 to 1945 by 
Reverend J. C. B. Peck, who came from Wales, England. 
He was very active in Boy Scout work, organizing a Scout 
Troop and leading the boys in all the activities as their 
Scoutmaster. Reverend Edw. Mohr served from 1945 to 
1949 and was succeeded by Reverend Robert Spencer who 
served the church until 1954. Reverend Robert Drury 
served the church during the years 1954 to 1956 and he 
was succeeded by Reverend H. B. Brom who served as 
Pastor until he accepted a call to Saint Andrews Presby- 


terian Church in lowa City, lowa, in 1959. On Nov. 1, 


1959, Reverend Arthur Mortenson, who previously served 
in the Fort Dodge, Iowa, area, was installed as Pastor, and 
has served the church since that time. As of this date, 
the active organizations of the Church are the United 
Presbyterian Women, the Leaveners and the Westminister 
Youth Fellowship. 

The church school enrollment is 100 under the leader- 
ship of Mrs. Clarence Kubichek, the Superintendent. The 


=~] 


church membership enrollment is 140 with Mrs. P. 

Amlie serving as Clerk of the Session. The Ruling Elders 
now serving are Dr. P. J. Amlie, W. W. Groff, Hilbert O. 
Herron, Orville K. Moore, Dean Nieland, and John Whit- 
worth. The church treasurer is Mrs. Marie T. Goss and 


the Trustees are as follows: Lloyd W. Shaull, Raymond 
P. Airy, Earl M. Kimm, Willis Roth, Alvey Whitworth, 
and Carl Wilson. 
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ST. JOHIN'S CATHOLIC CHUKCH 


History of St. John’s Catholic Church 


The erection and dedication dates of the Catholic church 
in Blairstown are not recorded, but according to pioneers’ 
memories, in the beginning, the church of our town was 
a rather small, wood building located just north of the 
house which is now the William Danker home, and west 
of the present Lloyd Doerzman home. 


In 1880 regular service was abandoned. The church then 
became an “Out” mission of Tama. In 1907 the church 
building was raised. The parish was incorporated as a 
mission of Watkins in 1912, with Father Alfred Meyers as 
Pastor. This arrangement continued until 1945 when plans 
for a new church in Blairstown were being made. On June 
18, 1945, in the Leo Kelly home, the Most Rev. Henry P. 
Rohlman presided over the meeting where the plans were 
to build a new church and resume church service. It was 
then that the late Rev. Keffeler of Watkins was appointed 
Pastor. Leo Kelly and P. V. Neuzil were appointed trus- 
tees by the Archbishop. Appointed to the building com- 
mittee were Leo Kelly, P. V. Neuzil, Charles Siek, Frank 
Van Steenhuyse and G. T. Kelly. Leo Kelly and P. V. 
Neuzil were authorized to purchase the lot owned by R. 
D. Kimm ,on which the new church would be built. There- 
upon the corporation known as St. John’s Catholic church 
of Blairstown was reactivated. On Aug. 15, 1945, after ar. 
intermission of 50 years, Mass was offered in Blairstown in 
the basement of the American Legion Hall. In 1947 on 
March 16, the first Mass was offered in the new church 
proper by Father Keffeler on Feb. 23, 1948, and Rev. J. N. 
Weber was appointed the new Pastor of Blairstown and 
Newhall, with Newhall as his residence. 


On June 27, 1947, at 10:30, the new St. John’s Catholic 
church of Blairstown was dedicated by his Excellency, the 
Most Rev. Henry P. Rohlman. Rev. E. W. Neuzil of Iowa 
City was celebrant of the High Mass, Msgr. A. P. Meyer of 
Marshalltown delivered the sermon, and Rev. J. Cassidy 
of Cedar Rapids was the master of ceremonies. The church 
is complete with pews, stained glass windows, and a new 
Wurlitzer organ. Norman Hatton of Cedar Rapids was 
the architect and Jack Selzer of Fairfax was the contractor. 


In 1950 on Feb. 20 the rectory was purchased and on 
Aug. 15, 1950, Father Edgar Kurt was appointed as the 
first resident Priest, and was installed on Sept. 22, 1950. 
Father Kurt had previously been Father Weber's assistant. 
On Sept. 1, 1954, Father Joseph Wich! became pastor of 
St. John’s and remained until early in July of 1960, when he 
left to become the pastor in Stacyville. Msgr. Malone served 
St. John’s for a short period of time after Father Wiehl’s 
departure, as did Father Frank Benda. St. John’s present 
Pastor, took up his duties here in October of 1960. 
CATHOLIC ORGANIZATIONS: Altar and Rosary Society 
and Holy Name Society. 
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HISTORY OF THE 3 RS 


Education of children in the Blairstown community be- 
gan shortly after the railroad came as far... late in 1861. 
That log building was replaced by a frame one used for 


about 36. years. When it was razed in 1904 the present 
red brick building was erected to accommodate the 150 
students. L. O. Worley was Superintendent, and there 
were four other teachers. This building was well-constructed 


for $15,000 and still remains in good and usable condition. 

To meet increasing requirements for country and small 
town schools, consolidation was voted on and passed in 
1945. The new board elected in 1946 were Wesley Lively, 
Albert Mecklenburg, Charles H. Siek, Sr., Donald Newton 
and Clement Oberreuter. Two 42-passenger and three 36- 
passenger school buses were used for transportation of 
rural students. 

“Population Explosion” necessitated additional  class- 
rooms and at a cost of $190,000 the present grade school, 
home economics facilities, auditorium and gym, commun- 
ity and music room, kitchen and lunch room were added 
in 1951. Enrollment then was 239, staffed by 11 teachers 
and Supt. Pollock. The late Robert B. Pollock and school 
board members who helped plan this addition were Donald 
Newton, Ross Kimm, Merl Thorman, Albert Mecklenburg 
and P, V. Neuzil as directors with P. G. Young, treasurer, 
and Bruce Moeller, secretary. 


Ret ses 
ot 


By 1960, students increased to 385. An added wing 
completed in 1960 cost $161,680 providing lab facilities, 
6th, 7th, 8th rooms, enlarged office space and manual arts 


shidp. nat. Frans Neuzil, Henry Grunewald, Jr., Harold 
Doud, Renn Tiedemann, and Theophil Meyer, Jr., are cur- 
rent directors with Young replaced by Mary P. Goss. The 
1961-62 faculty consisted of Supt. G. A. Knight, 20 teachers 
and | teachers’ aide. Average daily attendance of 379 and 
operating cost approximately $154,095.20. Buses necessary 
were two 54-passenger, four 48-passenger and one 42-pas- 
senger capacity. 

A special room for retarded children under the super- 
vision of Mrs. Beth Goodman has been provided in conjunc- 
tion with the Benton County Association for Retarded Chil- 
dren. 

Annual events of interest to many participants are: Ath- 
letic banquet, Government Day at Vinton, Student Council 
and Winter Formal, Music contests, Career Day, State 
Basketball tournaments, Blair Annual Staff and School 
News in The Blairstown Press, School Annual, Dramatics, 
American Education Week, Junior-Senior Prom, Operettas, 
Variety Shows, Turkey suppers and Smorgasbords, car 
wash days and bake sales. 

Records of former Superintendents include: Mark Flan- 
ders, Frank S. Runyon, W. A. Scott, Carl Burbridge, Perry 
E. Pyle, John L. Hunt, Robert B. Pollock and Harry E. 
Colvin. 

Other school property is a residence for the Superinten- 
dent and a quonset style bus barn. 
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Interior — 1951. The Pollocks and JoAnn. 


Hank and Lucy Garling, janitors, admiring Trophy Case 
in 1955. To date, 61 awards represent winners in athletics, 
music, declamation, spelling and conservation. Phyllis - 
Drake — State Declam Winner in 1938. 
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Concert and Marching Band at Bridge Dedication in 1960 
“aie 


High School General Assembly until 1958-59 
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Two Spelling Championship Teams in 1955. Back row, left, 7-8th team, K. Schuldt, C. Meyer, 
Mrs. Pollock (coach), Z. Lanam, L. Meyer, G. Kuch. Front, 5-6th team, K. Allison, K. Bowden, 
Mrs. Meyer (5th) J. Niebuhr, Miss Svoboda (6th teacher) S. Sayers and B. Thorman. County 
Individual Champions, Maxine Kinzenbaw in 1953 and Linda Van Steenhuyse in 1954. 


1933 National Music Contest Winners. Top National Award to brass sextet consisting of Howard Rieke, Merl Bruch, 
Robert Kline, Carl Furler, John Schoen and Marion Retter. 
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Baseball Spring Champs in 1955. Other 
gar district champs were in 1958, 55 and ’59. 
Front left: W. Hartz, B. Wilson, M. Walter, 
J. Tranberry, D. Kimm, J. Simmons, D. 
. Kimm. 2nd row: W. Coover, G. Hakanson, 
am J. Neuzil, R. Sokol, B. Oberreuter, W. Beck- 
| er, G. Hapgood, Coach Bill Brown and J. 
Doerzman, (in picture at left). 


This 1921 Girls Team coached by the Principal, Bertha 
Boltz, lost only 1 game to Lisbon. Left: Edna Siek, G. 
Ruth Stewart, G. Margaret Goss, F. Clara Thorman, F. 
Grace Edwards, Jumping Center, Adah Goss and Blanche 
Hevener, subs. 


Nine Graduates of 50 years or more attend Alumni Cen- 
tennial Banquet. First row (left to right) are: Jennie Rieke 
Pfingsten, 01; Ida Hoebel, 00; Fred Giesking, ’95; and 
Mrs. Mable Noble, 00. Back row: Bessie Stewart Carl- 
son, “11 Orpha Stewart Pearson, "11; Hazle Eckert Squire, 
09; Estelle Athey Schneider, 09; and Maye McDorman 
Bach, ’09. 
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First District Winners in 1960 and consolation in sub-state. 
Front left: S. Allison, B. Brecht, W. Johnson, J. Less, B. 
Thorman, B. Schroeder, J. Schaeffer. Back: K. Hartke- 


meyer, J. Bockholt, L. Kinzenbaw, Coach Renner, D. John- 
son, M. Newton, T. Newton, R. Kubichek, N. Niebes. 1957, 
58, 59, 60 and ’61 teams won Sectionals. 


1957 Junior High Benton County Champs won, 74-22, from 
Garrison. Front, left:K. Koster, Marge and Margaret Hart- 
kemeyer, S. Sayers, V. Landuyt, C. Scheetz, B. Ohlen, B. 
Hakanson, C. Hudson. 2nd: C. Kubichek, Mrs. Hagensick 
(chaperone) S, Thompson, M. Dewey, V. Vargason, J. Nie- 
buhr, K. Allison, J. Walter, J. Rabe, B. Fant, A. Kimm, 
Coach Hagensick. He was junior high boys’ coach also 
and they lost the county game to Keystone, 31-82. 
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OUR BUSINESSMEN 


Me Too Food Store 
Wilson’s Barbershop 
Denniston & Partridge Lumber Co. 


Drake’s Locker & Hatchery 
Beauty by Florentine 
Sheets Tavern 

Benton County State Bank 


Leo Kelly Company 
Kimm’s D-X 
V & W Skelly 


Professional Men 

P. J. Amlie, M.D. 

P. V. Neuzil, D.V.M. 
W. F. Irmiter, D.C. 
J. F. Schoen, D.D.S. 


Oil Men 
Emmett Kelly 
L. H. Clausen 
Douglas Kimm 
Frank Miller 


Insurance Men 
Earl M. Kimm 
Harold Martin 
Clarence Schulze 
Mary P. Goss 


Shaull & Ullerich Chevrolet Co. 
Mac’s Radio & Television 
Blairstown Laundry & Dry Cleaning 
Peffers Funeral Home 

E & W Radiator Shop 


Kozy Korner 

Highway Commission 
Kimm Ready Mix 

Fiester Repair Service 
Holmes Drug Store 

B & C Plumbing & Heating 
Trimble Motor Co. 

U.S. Post Office 

Kubichek Hardware 


Chicago & North Western Depot 
Blairstown Press 


Donna's Beauty Salon 


Feed Men 

M. D. Miller 
Cecil Frimml 
Chuck Radeke 
Orville Koster 
Jim Leslie 


Carpenters 

Curtis Bennett 
Hudson Construction 
Leon Young 

Herman Johnson 
Ralph Robinson 


Auctioneers 
Ernie Eckert 


Blairstown Feed Mill 
Blairstown Grain Co. 
Rabe Bros. Construction 


Coon Creek Telephone bee 
Blairstown Public Library 
George's Tavern 


Miller’s Shelling & Feed 


Thompson Implement 
Blacksmith Shop 
Radeke Cafe 


Trucking 
Kenneth A. Kimm 
Vern Livingston 
Alvin Schaub 


Seed Corn Salesmen 
Edwin Niebuhr 
John Woods 
William Thorman 
Lloyd Doerzman 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


American Legion 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Blairstown High School Alumni Association 
Boy Scouts of America 
Business Mens Club 
Cub Scouts of America 
Community School Club 
Blairstown Fire Department 
Jolly Sixteen 
Jolly Neighbors 
Le Clair Progressors 
Leroy Luckies 
Lincoln Lodge 199 


Lions Club 


Musical Helpers Club 


O.E.S. Lincoln Star Chapter 250 


Past Matrons 


South Slope Saddle Society 


St. Clair Stars 


Twentieth Century Club 
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NATIVES 


Hans Nelson is our most senior male citizen, but he 
began his life in far off Ulstad, Denmark on April 9, 1872, 
a little over 90 years ago. He lived in town but worked in 
the country herding cattle until he was 14 years of age 
and then he began doing a man’s work. At the age of 
16, Hans came to the United States and joined his two 
sisters here in Blairstown on October 31, 1888, where he 
again turned to farm work. 


On February 10, 1897, he was united in marriage to 
Mary Christensen, the Reverend James B. Butter officiating. 
To this union was born two children, Hans Christiansen 
and Lena. Hans, being talented in many kinds of work, 
turned to many occupations in his lifetime — farmwork, 
railroad worker, carpenter, harness-maker, shoe repair 
and in his later years serving as mail messenger at the local 
post office. Mrs. Nelson passed away in 1945 and Hans 
has made his home with his daughter and son-in-law, the 
Roy Bisbys, since that time. For the past several years, 
arthritis has limited his activities to a little shop work 
where he made butcher knives and filed saws, but at this 
time he is confined to the house. His mind and memory 
are excellent and Hans can tell you many things about the 
days of Blairstown’s earlier growth and development. Al- 
though confined to home, Hans is glad to be sharing in 
the Centennial Celebration. 
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Hans Sorenson Nelson 


Mrs. Annetta Stewart 


Blairstown’s oldest living native is Mrs. Annetta Stewart, 
who was born 94 years ago on July 23, 1868. Her parents 
were Samuel and Sarah Lahue Beaty. She was one of 
five children born on a farm northwest of town. In her 
early life, she attended school in a one-room schoolhouse 
built on land donated by her father. She enjoyed all social 
activities and enlivened every gathering by her presence. 


She was united in marriage to Joseph S. Stewart on De- 
cember 30, 1891, and six children blessed their union. Mr. 
Stewart died in 1922, but his widow, with the help of a 
son, continued on the farm until 1928, when she moved 
into Blairstown. 


After living in other places in town, she built the home 
where she now resides. Mrs. Stewart is very active as she 
enjoys working in the garden with her beloved flowers and 
vegetables. 


She maintains her lawn and sidewalks and succeeds in 
caring for most of her needs. Although Mrs. Stewart's eyes 
may be dimming and her sense of hearing less acute than 
in earlier days, her sense of humor remains as keen .as 
ever, and she is always a pleasure to her many friends and 
family. 


Mrs. Stewart’s six children are all living and she has 
15 grandchildren, 49 great grandchildren and 10. great, 
great grandchildren to bless and gladden her days. Truly, 
Mrs. Annetta Stewart is one of the grand ladies in Blairs- 
town's history. 
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CENTENNIAL PROGRAM 


7:45 P.M: 
8:00 P.M. 


12:00 Noon 
2:00 P.M. 
3:00 P.M. 
6:00 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
9:00 P.M. 
9:30 P.M. 
10:30 P.M. 


10:00 A.M. 
12:00 Noon 
1:30 P.M. 
2:30 P.M. 
4:00 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 
9:00 P.M. 
11:00 P.M. 


THURSDAY 
Crowning of Queen 


Pageant—“Hometown, U.S.A.” 


FRIDAY 

Voice of Iowa 

Old Timers Baseball Game 
Junior League Baseball Game 
Alumni Banquet 

Boddicker Accordion Band 
Beauty Contest 

Centennial Dress Contest (authentic & newly made) 
Best Family Costume Contest 
Beard Judging Contest 
Country Style Dance 


SATURDAY 
Parade 
Free Barbecue 
Bohemian Band Concert 
Speech by Congressman James Bromwell 
Tug of War across Prairie Creek 
Boddicker Accordion Band 
Dance at American Legion Hall 


New Car Drawing 
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CENTENNIAL PAGEANT 


“Hometown, U.S.A.” 

A historical pageant in which the people of the Blairs- 
town community related an abbreviated view of our town’s 
first 100 years, by means of pantomine, music and the 
spoken word. 


Prelude 
The Blairstown Band of 1962 started off the show with 
music and a Birthday Greeting to our town. A huge birth- 
day cake decked the stage. 


Chapter I 
The Beginning 
The Indians first inhabited the area. Mr. Blair came by 
train and began proceedings to establish our town. Eleven 
families were the first settlers. 


Chapter II — Boomtown 


By 1868 our town’s population was listed at 1,000. The 
Hickory Grove Debating Society was quite active at one 
time. Several major fires did their damage to our town. 
Also, the bank was robbed. These episodes were seen in 
this chapter. 


Chapter III — School Daze 
Blairstown has always maintained a high educational 
standard. This chapter pointed out the highlights of our 
school’s history. Also the National and State awards given 
to our band and honor to the basketball team winning the 
District Tournament. 


Chapter IV — Faith of Our Fathers 
Our town has always been active in its spiritual growth. 
Church going was foremost in the early days as well as 
today. We have four very active churches. 
Chapter V — Call To Arms 
We honor the soldiers of all major conflicts of the last 
century. 


Chapter VI — Celebrations 
Harvest Home Picnic scenes were depicted in this chap- 
ter. They were held in Sayer’s Grove since the founding of 
Blairstown. Later they were changed to Sauerkraut Day. 


Chapter VII — Span of a Century 

Three bridges have spanned the Prairie Creek. From 
muscles to machines, from wood to iron, to concrete, these 
three bridges tell the story of the biggest industrial revolu- 
tion in the history of man. OI Prairie has caused hardships 
by its flooding and has provided sport with fishing and 
skating. 

The Pageant was climaxed with presentation of the color 
guard and the mass chorus singing “God Be With You.” 
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Blair revisits Blairstown — 1962 


Pageant Crowd 
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“Flapper Era” Barbershop Harmony 
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Square Dance 
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VOICK OF LOWA 


OLD TIMERS BALL GAME 
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ALUMNI BANQUET 
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Banquet Decorations Committee Banquet Entertainment Committee 


Left to Right: Mrs. Orville Koster, Mrs. Hiram Lanam, Mrs. Left to Right: Mildred Ransom, Mrs. Ed Wiebold, Jr., Mrs. 


E. J. Schmuecker, Mrs. Blaine Risdal, Mrs. Norman McNee, Charles Siak, See ALE MeAY Castles Richabd eieetor 
Mrs. Jim Kern. Absent — Mrs. Lester Newton and Mrs. 


Alfred Voss. 
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Authentic Dress Newl y-M ade Dress 


Left to Right: Mrs. Robert Tranberry, second; Mrs. Leon- 


Left to Right: Mrs. Harold Ehrman, third; Mrs. Orville Kos- 
ard Brecht, first; Mrs. Charles Cottrell, third. 


ter, first; Mrs. Darrell Yocum, second. 


Judges 


Left to Right: Mrs. E. J. Schmuecker, Kenneth Bevins, Hilda Mullane, Carl Wilson, Chairman; Mr. and Mrs. Fran 
(Punch) Witte, 
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FAMILY CONTEST 


First Place: Mr. and Mrs. Don Keegan 
and family 


Second Place: Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fiester Third Place: Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Bridgewater 
and family and family 
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Left to Right: Clarence Schulze, Shaggy Beard; Dick Shetler, 2nd place, Best Looking Beard; Leonard Brecht, Besi 
Looking Mustache; Dean Misel, 3rd place, Best Looking Beard; Charles Kubichek, Longest Beard; Orville Koster, 1s 


place, Best Looking Beard; Porter Kimm, Beard that resembles a goat. 


Jim Stults 


Charles Kubichek 


Harold Andrews 
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BEAUTY CONTEST 


Queen Vickie Radeke 
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Contestants 
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Runner-Up Debra Dains, Dean Landfear, 
Master of Ceremonies, Queen Vickie, Carl Wilson, Runner- 


Up Karen Becker. 
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CENTENNIAL QUEEN 
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Left to Right: Attendants Patricia Kimm, Rita Siek, Dorothy Walters, Harriet Hapgood, Queen Colleen Hudson. 
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Clarence Schulze, Parade Marshal, led the Parade. 
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Blairstown High School Band 


Wilson’s Barbershop 
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Towa Electric Light « Power Co. 1962 Iowa Favorite Farm- 
ers Daughter, Anne Hawley. 
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Twentieth Century Club Blairstown Lions Club 
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FIRST PLACE FLOAT WINNERS 
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Bidiot 


Grace Lutheran Church 
Religious 


Benton County State Bank 
Business Men 


H arold Martin Watkins Athletic Association 
Kid's Float : Organization 


Ronald Van Note, 1915 Ford 
Antique Car 


South Slope Saddle Club — Covered Wagon 
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OUR CHURCH FLOATS 
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Grace Lutheran Church Presbyterian Church 
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St. John’s Catholic Church Evangelical United Brethren Church 
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Standard Oil 


Blairstown Feed Mill 
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Mac's Radio « Television 
Kimm « Son Ready Mix 


Thompson Implement 


Leo Kelly Company 
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Blairstown Grain Company 


Me Too Store, Drake’s Locker « Hatchery 
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Radeke Cafe 


Mullane’s Tavern 


Trimble Motor Company 
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Kubichek Hardware 


Sheets Tavern 


Fiester’s Repair Service 
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Kimm’s D-X 


Leo Kelly Company 
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Newhall High School Band Norway High School Band 
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Old Timer Truck Dayton Consolidated School Bus — 1919 
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U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE cey::wuta, 
(Bo? (442 

U.S. DEPT. OF AGR AGENCIES SERVING BEATS 

AG. ot wie 


U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Serving Benton County U.S. Mail 
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OUR NEIGHBORS 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Float — Luzerne, Iowa Van Horne Float 


Norway Centennial — June 1963 Keystone Fire Truck 


Van Horne-Keystone High School Band Belle Plaine High School Band 
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HORSES & BUGGIES 
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ANTIQUE CARS 
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Boddicker Accordion Band Congressman James Bromwell 
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The Farmers 
—Courtesy of Blairstown Press 
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The City Slickers 
Courtesy Blairstown Press 
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CENTENNIAL COMMITTEES 


Planning Committee. Left to Right: Orville Moore, Clarence Kubichek, George Haloupek, Chairman; Carl Wilson, 
Mrs. William Schwartz, secretary; William Thorman, Lloyd Shaull, Clarence Schulze. 


Book Cemmittee. Left to Right: Mrs. Orville Sayers, Don Finance Committee. Left to Right: Harold Martin, Chair- 
Conrad, Mrs. Robert Wilson, Chairman; Hilbert Herron, man; Mrs. Earl M. Kimm. Mrs. J. V. Swanson was not 
Mrs. Merle Thorman. present when picture was taken. 
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Pageant Committee. Seated: Mrs. Clarence Kubichek, 
Mrs. Howard Rieke, Mrs. Donald Newton, Chairman. 
Standing: Mrs. Dick Shetler, Mrs. Clarence Kubichek, Mrs. 
John Thorman, Mrs. Waldo Niebuhr, Mrs. Orville Koster. 


Pageant Artists. Seated: Mrs. Earl M. Kimm, Mrs. George 
Haloupek, Mrs. W. W. Groff. Standing: Mrs. Clellan 
Shaull, Mrs. Marie Goss, Mrs. A. C. Siek, Chairman. 


Pageant Property Men. Seated: Kenneth Hudson, Jr., Her- 
man Johnson. Standing: Kenneth Hudson, Sr., Orville 


Moore. 
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Advertising and Publicity. Left to Right: Charles Holmes, Public Address System. Left to Right: Robert Ohlen, Em- 
Chairman; Mrs. Marie Goss, Jim Turnbull. mett Kelly, Chairman. 
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Parade Committee. Left to Right: Clarence Schulze, Chair- 
man; Walliam Thorman, Wayne Newton. 


Museum Committee. Seated: Mrs. Charles Kubichek, Mrs. 
Clarence Kubichek, Chairman; Mrs. Carl Wilson. Standing: 
Mrs. Charles Siek, Jr.. Mrs. E. G. McMains, Mrs. Lloyd 
Shaull. 


Tug O’ War 


Left to Right: Leonard Brecht, Sr., and Waldo Niebuhr, Rural Chairman; Morrie Miller, Town Chairman; and Charles 


Siek, Jr. 


Food Stand Committee. Seated: Mrs. Lloyd Shaull, Co- 
Chairman; Roy Thompson, Harold Martin, Hilbert Herron. 
Standing: Mrs. Kenneth A. Kimm, Mrs. Waldo Niebuhr, 
Mrs. Lewis Johnson, Wayne Clemann, Mrs. Willard F. Ir- 
miter, Mrs. Hilbert Herron, Ross Kimm, Lloyd Shaull, 
Wayne Becker. Absent when picture was taken: Mrs. 
Lloyd Doerzman, Doug Kimm, Lloyd Doerzman, Co-Chair- 
man. 
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Hospitality Committee. Seated: Mrs. P. V. Neuzil, Mrs. 
A. C. Siek, Mrs. Otis Grisby, Mrs. Mearl Barnes. Standing: 
Mrs. Dean Nieland, Mrs. George Haloupek, Chairman; 
Mrs. Earl King, Jolly Neighbors; Mrs. Don Conrad. Ab- 
sent: Mrs. Frank Miller, Mrs. Merle Bruch, Mrs. Orville 
Moore. 
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Carnival Museum 


Winner of the 1962 Chevrolet — John Fullmer 1962 “Shorts” 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? 


Main Street — West Side 1930's Main Street — East Side 1930's 
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Main Street Looking North — 1910 
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Locust Street looking north, early 1900's. 


Good ol days before blacktop. 
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Grunewald Dairy Milk Wagon 


Locust Street looking north, early 1900's. 


Good ol days before blacktop. 


Ben Paul and his cat. 
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Mr. Yocum photographing the bridge under construction 


Construction of the old bridge. 
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King House 


Benton County State Bank 
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FOR YOUR OWN USE 


These last two pages have been left blank 


especially for you for your own use. 


Errors of omission, typographical errors, mispelling and oversights will be 
rectified and acknowledged in the next Centennial Booklet to be published 
in the year 2062. Please contact the committee at that time. 


CENTENNIAL BOOKLET COMMITTEE: 
Mrs. Robert Wilson, Chairman 
Mr. Don Conrad 
Mrs. Merle Thorman 
Mr. Hilbert Herron 


Mrs. Orville Sayers 
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